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Chol HaMoed Schedule 
 

 

Shacharit 

Monday-Thursday          6:30, 7:10, 8:00 a.m. 

Friday (Hoshana Raba)        6:00, 6:30. 8:00 a.m. 

 

Mincha/Maariv  

Monday -Thursday    6:15 p.m. 

 

Next Shabbat, Shemini Atzeret 

Candles                         6:06 p.m. 

Mincha           6:11 p.m. 

Sukkot Perspectives 

       
 

        HATZOLAH: (212) 230 1000  
                 Volunteer Emergency 
                 Ambulance Service 

Sukkot Yom Tov Schedule 
 
 
 
 

Shabbat - First Day of Sukkot 

Candle Lighting                      6:18 p.m. 

Mincha            6:23 p.m. 

Shacharit                   7:00, 9:00 a.m. 

Kri’at Shema before                       9:49 a.m. 

Mincha     5:55 p.m. 

Divrei Torah following Mincha 

Maariv/Candles after    7:21 p.m. 

 

Sunday - Second Day of Sukkot 

Shacharit        7:00, 9:00 a.m. 

Mincha      6:15 p.m. 

Divrei Torah following Mincha 

Maariv/Yom Tov ends    7:19 a.m. 

Sponsorships 
 

Eruv, Kesher, and Seudah Shlishit 
sponsorships are available every week.  
Please contact the office for details. 

Sukkot Celebrations and Communal Concerns 
 In his laws of festivals, the Rambam codifies a halakha  that is stated in the Talmud, that every 
Jew has a responsibility to rejoice on Yom Tov and enjoy special items in honor of the day.  Meat, wine, 
fine clothes, candy… Yom Tov should be a time for celebration. 
 However, the Rambam goes on to make a point which isn’t found anywhere else, not in the 
Talmud, and not in any earlier medieval writing.  He explains that if someone rejoices on Yom Tov, but 
does not provide for the destitute and dejected, then God figuratively shoves it back in their face and is 
disgusted by their indulgence.  If one does not hear the cry of those in need, then one’s Godly service is, 
in fact, sinful and despised. 
 When I learn this Rambam, I don’t only think of those who are hungry and homeless.  Of course 
we need to provide food and shelter for those who lack those basic necessities.  For me, the message of 
the Rambam goes one step further: when we celebrate on Yom Tov, we must concern ourselves with the 
pain of all those who are suffering within our own community.  We must hear their cries and feel their 
pain.  If not, then our learning, our celebrations, our service of God, is fundamentally flawed. 
 The Rambam’s insistence on addressing the needs of the dejected is a novel concept.  Where did 
he get it from? 
 The mitzvah to rejoice on festivals is learned from the verse Ve-samachta be-chagekha. The 
concept of Ve-samachta be-chagekha is stated in the Torah specifically about Sukkot.  In the Talmud, 
however, it is expanded to all of the Yamim Tovim. 
 On Sukkot, we leave the safety and security of our homes in order to enter into the public 
domain.  We become subjected to the elements and learn to recognize our own vulnerabilities.  As we sit 
in sukkot, we lack the basic amenities of our homes: plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, or even a 
watertight roof.  We’re vulnerable and insecure.  It is through this experience that we learn to hear the 
cries of those in pain, and recognize the needs of those who are vulnerable and scared not just on 
Sukkot, but every day of the year. We’ve walked out of our dead-bolted doors, and entered into the 
public domain.  It is through this experience that we realize the critical importance of having a community 
of friends and supporters to turn to when we need them most. 
 Building communities of concern and compassion is the message of Sukkot which the Rambam 
applies as a fundamental value in celebrating Yom Tov. We cannot celebrate if we turn a deaf ear to 
those who are crying for help. 
 
 

Jeremy Stern is a gabbai at Mount Sinai and the 
director of case management at ORA: The Organization for the Resolution of Agunot. 

 
To submit a Dvar Torah to the weekly Kesher, please contact bulletin@mtsinaishul.com. 

Please send all announcements to  
office@mtsinaishul.com and  

bulletin@mtsinaishul.com by 5 p.m. on  
Wednesday. Thank you! 
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Wishing the entire 
Mt. Sinai community 
a very happy Sukkot. 

Tefillah Notes 
 

• Mincha on Wednesday of Chol HaMoed 

will be upstairs. 
 
• Shacharit on both Shemini Atzeret and 

Simchat Torah will be at 8:30 a.m., not 
9 a.m.  



 

     Welcome New Members 
 

Deborah Anstandig 
Daniel Bloom 
Adina Borg 
Tamar Gold 
Miriam Kahn 
Alisha Klapholz 

Jessica & Tal Ovadia  
Shella Sadovnik 

Mazel Tov! 
 

• Shuli Boxer Rieser and Ari Rieser on the birth of a son, and to   
grandparents Tehilla and Henry Reiser. 

Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah 5770 
 

• The sukkah is up and will be available to use.  Anyone wishing to you use it 

during the chag — especially Yom Tov — should notify the office as soon as 
possible, specifying how many seats they will need and when. 

 

• Shul wide Simchat Bet Hashoevah on Tuesday night, Chol HaMoed Succot.  

Featuring:  Live Music and Dinner catered by Chickies!  Dancing and Divrei Torah! Video 
Games! Cost: $17 for Members / $20 for non-members until the event closes out. SIGN UP by 
Monday at 3 PM to guarantee a spot! Contact Rebecca at events@mtsinaishul.com  

 
• Annual Shemini Atzeret Chinese Food Dinner - Friday Evening October 9th. Cost: $20 

for members / $25 for non-members. Deadline: Monday, October 5th at 5 PM; After the 
deadline there will be a $7 late fee. Late registration is accepted (space permitting) until 
Wednesday the 7th at midnight. Free admission for children 8 years old and younger but all 
children require seat reservations. SUCCAH seating is now on a wait list.  Sign up online 
and contact Sefi Kraut at events@mtsinaishul.com with questions. 

 

• The entire community is invited to a Shemini Atzeret Oneg following the dinner on Friday 

Night, Oct 9th.  Games and snacks will be provided.  Sponsorship opportunities are 
available.  Contact Sefi or Rebecca at events@mtsinaishul.com for more information. 

 

• The ANNUAL AUCTION is on Simchat Torah Night before Hakafot (around 7:30 

PM)!  Start getting your bids together for the various kibbudim being auctioned off! This is a 
great way to contribute to the shul, and a great way to begin Simchat Torah.  Don't miss it! 
For questions, comments, or more information, contact Yoni Ray. 

 

• Simchat Torah Shiurim -  Friday Night between Mincha and Maariv by Rabbi Schwartz;  

Simchat Torah Night by Ezra Frazer; Simchat Torah day during leining by Rebecca Winter. 

This Week... 
Rabbi Schwartz’s Office Hours 

 

Monday:  9:00 -10:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:   9:30 -10:30 p.m.  

 
Holocaust Library Hours 

 

Sunday:  12 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
Tuesday:  6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

This Week at Mt. Sinai 
Monday: 

 Women’s Aerobics, 7:30 p.m. Contact: Anat Coleman, (212) 740 2740. 

 Men’s Basketball, 9:00 p.m. Contact: David Falik,  

Tuesday: 

 Simchat Beit Hashoeva. 7:15 p.m. See below for details.  

 Women’s Basketball, 8:30 p.m. Contact: Elie Appleson, elie.appleson@gmail.com. 

Wednesday: 

 Men’s Basketball, 8:00 p.m. Contact: Gilad Halevy, ghalevy@chipwiz.com. 

Thursday: 

  Women’s Basketball, 9:00 p.m. Contact: Susanne Goldstone, susqhb@gmail.com. 

 

Please Contact Yoni Ray If... 
 

• You would like to give the Dvar 

Halakha between Mincha and 

Ma'ariv during the week.  

 

Rabbi Schwartz’s Shiurim 
 

 

• Rabbi Schwartz's Shabbat afternoon 

gemara shiur will NOT meet over 

Sukkot. It will resume on October 

17, Parashat Bereishit.  
 
• Rabbi Schwartz’s weekly Wednesday 

night shiur will not meet during Chol 

Hamoed. 

Your Heights Café 
 

Corner of B’way and 189th 
 
 

Pizza, Soup, Salad and Sushi 
 

Full Menu at  
www.yourheightscafe.com 

 

 
 

Delivery service available for  

$15 minimum orders 

Call (212) 544 - 9044 or  

(212) 544 - 0042 

 

 

Under the Vaad of Riverdale  


